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Newsletter September 2026
Dear Friends,
We have recently been reflecting on some of Jesus’s most challenging teaching during our Sunday morning services, including the passage where Jesus uses an analogy about throwing scraps to dogs when he encounters a desperate Canaanite mother who had come to him for help. She crossed cultural boundaries, endured public humiliation and accepted being compared to a dog in order to save her child. Jesus was uncharacteristically dismissive of her and used these seemingly harsh words to send her away: It's not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs. (v26) And yet the woman shows incredible inner strength as she knelt before Jesus and said: Lord, help me. (v25) 
The mother was desperate for help and broke all the rules to get that help. Not only approaching a man from a different faith and interrupting him as he was with his friends but also arguing with him. Openly and boldly. Despite the possibility of rejection, ridicule and humiliation. She shows great faith because she sees and understands Jesus is the only one who can help her. Only Jesus is able to save her child. Her faith in him never wavered. She believed Jesus would help and trusted that he would act. It's human nature to think we can do everything on our own steam. But the woman's example illustrates the importance for us to acknowledge we need Jesus. We can't do everything in our own strength. Jesus is the only one who can give us true peace and joy.
This short story is ultimately about a very brave and desperate mother doing the best for her child. She wouldn't take no for an answer. Jesus recognised this. He listened to her and he changed his mind, responding to her persistence and love with his own. This story shows us: God hears us. God listens. And God acts out of love. So, let's be greatly encouraged today. Do not be afraid to ask Jesus for help. And to continue asking. Because he promises to listen and answer when we ask him.	
God Bless,
Clare
Revd Clare Coates
Team Rector of the Lordsbridge Team
Lead Minister for Hardwick, Dry Drayton and Caldecote with Childerley
clarecoates@lordsbridge.org
07818 618795

September Services
Sunday 6 September
9:30am Holy Communion with Revd Clare
Sunday 13 September
9:30am Baptism service with Ali Marcus and Revd Clare
3pm Wild Church
Sunday 20 September
9:30am Holy Communion with Revd Clare
Sunday 27 September HARDWICK AWAY DAY to NORWICH CATHEDRAL
Or 10:30am West Cambridge Churches Joint Service at Comberton Leisure Centre
[image: ]
What’s on
Weekday Services:
Wednesday Prayers
1st Wednesday of the month, 9am at the Cabin 
And in the following weeks, on zoom. All welcome. Please ask Revd Clare for more details.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Caldecote Women’s Prayer group Thursday mornings in term time at 9am on Zoom Women from Caldecote and surrounding villages are warmly invited to join us online, gathering in spirit to pray, reflect and lift one another up through prayers. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88137270141?pwd=pCvjk7eQrFqYX8GrvRP6JmMZKI9bYK.1

Meeting ID: 881 3727 0141
Passcode: 655934
Friday night prayers at 7:30pm, on Zoom 
All most welcome to join us on Fridays for night prayers starting at 7.30 pm with chat and prayer actually beginning at 7.45 pm: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83806423658?pwd=Ux2yZaz0VJeLnNbF12pUyuvihUeSkL.1

Meeting ID: 838 0642 3658
Passcode: 167011
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Community 
Tuesday Toddlers in the Cabin 10-11:30am, every Tuesday in term time. Back from 8 September!
 All welcome to join us for free play, craft, story and fun!  
. 






[image: A poster of a building block

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]












[image: A black and white pattern

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Tuesdays, alternate weeks: 
1-3pm The Colour Wheel Hardwick Mindful Colouring Group: 
in the Cabin. £3 donation which includes refreshments and materials. For more information contact Nicky 07539 429394 kerranica@gmail.com 
Thursdays
10:30 – 12:  Bumps and Babes with Ali in the Cabin. All welcome.

1st Saturday of every month: Pippins
10am-12 noon, in Hardwick School Hall. Drop in for a cuppa, cake and a chat! All most welcome. 

Useful contacts
Revd Claire Robertson, Lead Minister for Coton, Barton, Harlton and Haslingfield: 01223 874194; clairerobertson@lordsbridge.org
Revd Charles Fraser, Lead Minister for Little and Great Eversden: charlesfraser@lordsbridge.org; 01223 264974
Team Administrator: Mrs Sue Squire: thelordsbridgeteam@gmail.com 
Lordsbridge Team Instagram: @lordsbridge_team
Lordsbridge Team Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/LordsbridgeTeam
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Tuesday Toddlers
in the Cabin, Hardwick
10-11:30am in Term time
For more information contact Revd Clare:
clarecoates@lordsbridge.org
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We need you! Jééé

Are you passionate about helping
parents with pre-school children?
We are looking for someone to
take on the leadership of
TUESDAY MORNINGS
Toddlers in the Cabin.

The group currently runs Tuesdays
in term-time, 10:00 - 11:30 am, with
play, chat, craft, singing and bible
stories for under 5s and their carers.

For more information and a role
description, please contact
Rev’d Clare Coates
(clarecoates@lordsbridge.org)
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No spare parts

Sunday 27th September 2026
10.30-11.45am
Comberton Leisure, CB23 7DU

All are welcome to join for a morning of
sung worship, prayer and fellowship.
Together we will be exploring how we all
play our part in the the body of Christ.

A session for primary aged
children will be run by
GenR8.

Supported by: local Baptist churches, Cambourne Church, St John Fisher Catholic Church, Hardwick Evangelical Church,
Lordsbridge Team Ministry, Papworth Team Ministry, local Methodist churches, GenR8 and WCCYM
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CALDECOTE WOMEN’S PRAYER

EMPOWERING WOMEN THROUGH PRAYER
MEETING ONLINE L]
Led by Revd Clare Coates

You are warmly invited to join us online. We are women
gathering in spirit - to pray, reflect, and lift one another
up through prayers.

Praising, Confessing, Thanking, and Praying
Jor our community, churches, families, friends, and ourselves.

“For where two or three gather in my name, there am Iwith them.”
Matthew 18:20




