The Church’s prayer for Sunday 20th February
Almighty God,
you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:
teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things,
now and for ever.
Bible Readings for Sunday 20th February
A reading from Genesis 11:1-9
Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as
they migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of
Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, let
us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for
stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build
ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us
make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad
upon the face of the whole earth.” 5 The LORD came down to see the
city and the tower, which mortals had built. 6 And the LORD said,
“Look, they are one people, and they have all one language; and this
is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose
to do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down, and
confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one
another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there
over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city.
9 Therefore it was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the
language of all the earth; and from there the LORD scattered them
abroad over the face of all the earth.
A Gospel reading from John 3:25-35
25 Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples
and a Jew. 26 They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who
was with you across the Jordan, to whom you testified, here he is

baptizing, and all are going to him.” 27 John answered, “No one can
receive anything except what has been given from heaven. 28 You
yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I
have been sent ahead of him.’ 29 He who has the bride is the
bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears
him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my
joy has been fulfilled. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.”
31 The

one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the
earth belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one
who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to what he has
seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. 33 Whoever has
accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is true. 34 He
whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit
without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed all
things in his hands.

