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Dear friends 

 

Caldecote’s school Christmas 

fair featured a remarkable cake 

this year. It showed Jesus, with 

Mary and Joseph, in a railway 

carriage that had been made 

into a simple home, with pigs 

looking on.  Now, of course we 

know well that Jesus was not 

born in a railway carriage, and 

the pigs certainly would not 

have been kosher, but the  

picture on the cake is deliberately making an important point. Caldecote’s  

post-war history is one of new settlers setting up home in old railway carriages 

before permanent housing could be built, and the high land around Highfields 

was taken up by pig farms.  

 

Jesus was born, long ago at the first Christmas, in the middle of poor homes, 

farming and ordinary life. The picture on the cake is, of course, not trying to 

represent that directly, but it’s a reminder that Jesus came to share the life of 

ordinary people. Jesus longs now to share the life of us, our homes and  

communities, different and special as they all are. 

 

This Christmas, let’s make it our prayer – for ourselves and for the many  

people who come to services and events in our churches – that we would 

know, and welcome Jesus afresh, and see how we, our homes and our  

communities are transformed in 2016 as His love is known, proclaimed and 

shared. 
 

Mike Booker 
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Songs of Praise  

for Epiphany  

Sunday January 10th 
St. Peter’s Barton.  4pm  

followed by tea in the Village hall 

Generous Slice Cafe -  
Open Wednesday January 20th  

from 8.45am in Barton Village Hall. 

Wishing you a 
peaceful Christmas 
and God’s blessing 
and grace in 2016 

Candlemas, 31 January 

Team Services: 

Toft, 8.30 am, Holy Communion with 

Revd Michael Reiss 

Dry Drayton, 10.30 am, All Age  

Messy Church style service with  

Revd Alison Myers and team 

Harlton, 10.30 am, Holy Communion 

with Revd Charles Fraser and  

Revd Mike Booker 

Toft, 11 am, A Service at the Toft 

Methodist church 

27 December  

Team Holy Communion 

10.30 am, at St Peter’s, Coton,  
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Ely 2025 – re-imagining our multi-parish team 

The newly published Diocesan Strategy, Ely 2025, 

has as one of its objectives ‘an equal number of 

Fresh Expressions and traditional forms of church 

by 2025’.  But how do we hold together the different 

realities of traditional and new forms of church in a 

multi-parish context?  Can we make space for the 

innovative whilst continuing the best of parish  

ministry?  How can we affirm the reach of our parish 

churches alongside reaching beyond them?   

Here in the Lordsbridge Team we are thinking this 

through and as a result we are gradually changing how 

we look at the organisational structure of a multi-parish 

team.  Our aim is both to affirm the best of what we have 

inherited and to increase our capacity to be creative and 

responsive.  Our vision is to become over time, say, 14 

worshipping communities, 11 of which are based in  

ancient parish churches, one a youth community, and a 

handful of others meeting in other places with other  

people.   

To lay the groundwork, we are beginning to think of  

ourselves as a ‘network of worshipping communities’, 

rather than 11 parishes.  Of course, 11 of these  

worshipping communities meet in the ancient parish 

churches; their long history means that each is  

embedded in and shaped by its village context, and that 

is greatly valued.  We also already have a loose youth 

community, run across villages, which forms a  

12th worshipping community in the network.   

Each worshipping community, as part of a network 

(rather than a hierarchy), is locally run, and is  

supported and resourced from the centre as well as 

by its neighbours.  Each worshipping community has 

a ‘lead minister’, who could be lay or ordained, paid or 

voluntary.  Each lead minister works with a ‘local 

team’ for that worshipping community, though exactly 

what that looks like depends on the context.  The lead 

ministers, with one or two others in key roles, make 

up the ‘core team’ which meets together regularly. 

The result?  

We can celebrate both the small and the larger 

worshipping communities as they are,  

enabling each to do what it does best 

We can focus on the ‘mission field’ for each  

worshipping community: in the case of the 

smaller villages in particular, the parish 

church based community is well embedded in 

the local community and able to make the 

most of the natural touching points in village 

life 

We can add other worshipping communities into 

the network, enabling us to reach new 

‘mission fields’ beyond the reach of the parish 

churches.   

The Gateways community now emerging in Highfields 

Caldecote could be the first of these new worshipping 

communities in our Team, and our first contribution to 

this Ely 2025 objective.  

The new community gathering in Highfields Caldecote now has a name –  

Gateways.  Gateways launched on 13 Dec and will meet monthly after that on the 

second Sunday of the month from 4.30 to 6.15pm.  Each gathering will have a 

 family feel and be designed for any age, with a special emphasis on different  

generations doing things together.  It will include a choice of activities - both active 

and gentle - a Bible story and a communal meal, all based around a theme.  

Our open planning meetings earlier in the year enabled us to establish values, name, format and to find those who 

are interested in getting involved.   We praise God that he has brought together a group of people (Christians and 

non-Christians) from a range of different backgrounds to get involved in this project.  Please pray for us as we  

continue to get to know each other and as we develop the Gateways community linked in to the Lordsbridge Team 

network.  



If you would like a news item included in 

the next edition  (February/March) please 

email information to K Dawson by 20 

January. Email:  kd323565@gmail.com 

Church websites: 
Harlton: http://harltonvillage.org.uk/church 
Comberton: http://www.combertonchurch.co.uk/ 
Hardwick: http://stmaryshardwick.org.uk/ 
Coton: http://stpeterscoton.org.uk/ 

“Pippin’s” is open 
on  

 2 January and  
6 February.  

10 to midday in the community room at 
the Hardwick Primary school.  
Coffee, cakes and company.   

Harlton Church : Organist and Director of 
Music 
Harlton Church is seeking to appoint an  
Organist and Director of Music in succession 
to Leon Lovett who retires on 31 December 
2015.  The church has an outstanding three-
manual pipe organ.  Duties include  
supervising the organ scholars when they 
play in church.  Fees negotiable.  Initial  
enquiries should be addressed to John 
Helmsing  jandmhelmsing@hotmail.com  

Sacred Space is run by the Lordsbridge Team for the 
Lordsbridge Team.  Our evenings in Dry Drayton are being  
increasingly appreciated for the time and resources for reflection and 
prayer they provide.  Make a note now of dates for 2016: 
  
Sunday 21 Feb, 7.30 – 8.30pm exploring the theme of Mountains 
Sunday 17 July, 7.30 – 8.30pm exploring the theme of Deserts 
Sunday 20 Nov, 7.30 – 8.30pm exploring the theme of Oceans 
  
The Sacred Space Quiet 
Morning is likely to be on 
a Saturday morning in  
September 2016. 
  
Please also note that the 
Lordsbridge Prayer  
Pilgrimage in 2016 will run 
from Ascension Day 
(Thursday 5 May) to  
Pentecost (Sunday 
15th May) ending with a 
‘pilgrims tea’ and short  
afternoon service as before. 

Sacred Space 

 Finance News 

As treasurers will be reporting 

to PCCs, there are changes 

afoot in how we take steps to 

pay our way. For many years 

our parishes have been  

subsidized by the diocese’s 

central funds, and Bourn  

Deanery, of which the 

Lordsbridge Team is part, is 

planning to reach the diocesan 

target and to be self-supporting 

by 2025. We are being asked 

to contribute far more than the 

simple cost of clergy wages 

(which we currently just about 

cover), and it’s important to 

remember some of what that 

goes to. The share includes all 

training for ministry by clergy, 

lay minsters and ALMs, the full 

cost of curates across the  

diocese, together with our  

archdeacons and suffragan 

bishop. Safeguarding, legal 

advice for things like faculty 

applications, and a small but 

hard-working team of central 

diocesan office staff are all  

covered too.  

School of Theology 2016? 

There are currently no monthly School of 
Theology sessions planned for 2016. Thank 
you to all who took part and all who provided 
such excellent input in 2015. 

We are hoping to have several study days, 
looking in depth and live topics or at areas of 
the faith where a number of people would 
like to dig deeper. If you have issues, topics 
and areas of study you would like to be  
considered, please let Mike, Alison, Rebecca 
or Charles know. 

 

Your full-time clergy receive 

annual training grants, and  

diocesan advisers are there to 

give guidance in a whole range 

of areas. The diocese is also 

building up a mission fund, 

partly to be able to pay clergy 

in the huge new housing areas 

that are growing and planned 

across our county. 

 

The good news is that  

increases in share will be close 

to inflation for the next few 

years, as the Papworth Team 

catches up with our level of 

giving, but after that we will 

have a few challenging years 

ahead to stretch to the level 

needed. We will need to take 

the challenge up in the form of 

increased giving. All PCCs are 

also being asked to draw up a 

legacies policy, and that can 

make a huge difference – 

Fulbourn Church has just been 

left £51,000! 

Lest we forget. 

Across the team, hundreds attended  

Remembrance Sunday services last month. 

Whether in church or at open-air events like 

this gathering in Caldecote’s Peace Garden, 

people of all ages came to remember, to 

pray and to commit to play their part in a  

better future. 

http://harltonvillage.org.uk/church
mailto:jandmhelmsing@hotmail.com


The Lordsbridge Prayer Pilgrimage (4 to 11 Oct)  Prayer stations 

St Peter’s, Barton 

St Michael & All Angels, Caldecote 

St Mary’s, Comberton 

St Peter’s, Coton 

St Peter & St Paul’s, Dry Drayton 

St Mary’s,  Great Eversden 
was closed for renovation 

St Helan’s, Little Eversden 

St Mary’s, Hardwick 

The Church of the Assumption of  

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Harlton 

St Andrew’s, Toft 

All Saint’s, Haslingfield 

A huge thank you  to everyone who has been part of putting this week together 



Operation Christmas Child 2015 

A lot of good work is going on with our church buildings. Look out for 
news from Great Eversden next year, when the rebuilt and renovated 
church is open once again. St Michael’s in Caldecote will be looking a 
lot smarter for Christmas, as plastering work throughout the whole of 
the interior is now complete. 

Art & Craft  

Exhibition   

St Mary’s  

Comberton 

Nov 20 to 22 

Bonfire night at St Mary’s,  

Hardwick 

Little ones at the Mad Hatter’s tea party 
in Dry Drayton church.  

Things going on in and around Lordsbridge 


